Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church
2nd Sunday of Easter
April 7, 2024
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Prelude                                                          Elaine Anderson

Welcome

Invocation 

Opening Hymn         Thine Is the Glory                             #98
Confession of Sins                                                     p. 25, 26

Declaration of Grace                                                       p. 26

Introit

Gloria Patri                                                                     p. 26

Kyrie                                                                              p. 27

Gloria in Excelsis                                                       p. 28, 29
Salutation & Collect                                                         p. 30

Scripture Readings                                                             




OT Reading:
Ezekiel 37:1-14




OT p. 653




End of Reading Congregation Responds: Thanks be to God 



Epistle: I John 5:4-10







NT p. 190

           End of Reading Congregation Responds: Thanks be to God

Alleluia                                                                                



Gospel Announcement 



Congregation Responds: Glory be to You, O Lord.


Gospel: John 20:19-31






NT p. 93         p. 31



Congregation Responds: Praise be to You, O Christ.


Pastoral Prayer 
Offering              We Give Thee but Thine Own                #391 Children’s Sermon                   
Hymn                           Because He Lives                             #545
This Week at Bethlehem

Today: 
8:00
am
Prayer in Pastor’s study



9:00 
am
Worship Service-Radio 95.7 FM


10:15
am
Sunday School



10:30
am
Adult Bible Fellowship
Tuesday:
9:30
am
Ladies Bible Study
Weds:

4:30
pm
Jr. Confirmation 



5:45
pm
Sr. Confirmation
Saturday:
7:30
am
Men’s Breakfast  R-Place
Sunday:
8:00
am
Prayer in Pastor’s study


9:00 
am
Worship Service-Radio 95.7 FM 


10:15
am
Sunday School



10:30
am
Adult Bible Fellowship

Please remember the following people with special needs:



Bruce Egeland

   Jill Lunde


  Jill Enger
     






Conner Nash

   Clint Ryder

  Aidan Kay





Judy Madsen






     
 (Special Needs requests will be in the bulletin for two consecutive Sundays.
Please call the office to be included for a longer period of time.)
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
 202 W. Jefferson St., Morris, IL

www.blcmorris.org
Pastor Patrick and Jennifer Lohse

815-584-7122 
Kristy:  815-228-2972
Church phone: 815-942-1145
Continued

Gospel: John 20:19-31

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Sermon          

    “The Aim of the Gospel”    

                                      John 20:19-31  

Pastor Patrick Lohse

Hymn                      Trust and Obey v. 1                         #517
Service of Holy Communion                     Hymnal (front) p. 17
Confession of Faith       Nicene Creed        Hymnal (front) p.18
Lord’s Prayer



Consecration and Distribution


Holy Communion 









          #285, 100
The Benediction

The Doxology                                          Hymnal (front) p. 24
A pastor and deacons will be in the front of the sanctuary following the service to meet with those who desire to receive Christ as Savior and Lord, those who wish to renew their relationship with Him, and those who need prayer for specific needs. Anointing with oil, according to James 5:14, is available upon request.
Stand (optional)

We are thankful to have you join us today. Today we receive the Lord’s Supper.  We welcome all baptized Christians who are trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and believe that Jesus Christ is truly present with His true body and blood in the Sacrament as His Word declares.  
Note:  If you wish to have communion in the pew, please raise your hand to let the Deacons know.  Thank you.

Deacons at the Altar: John Thompson and Lon Horn
Lector: John Thompson
Today’s altar flowers and radio broadcast are sponsored by Gordon Vaksdal’s daughters, in loving memory of Gordon.

Vacation Bible School News
Save the Date

Vacation Bible School will be June 10th through the 14th this year.  The VBS theme is Breaker Rock Beach: God’s rock solid truth in a world of shifting sands.  Watch the bulletin for more information.  Registration Forms are available at each entrance.  Please register your children and grandchildren early. You must register by May 19th to get a T Shirt.

Bethlehem Women’s Fellowship:
Bethlehem Women’s Fellowship will be meeting on Thursday, April 18, at 5:30 pm at Turtles in Morris.  Please let Ginny Thompson (815-685-6588) know if you are planning to attend and if you need a ride.  All women are welcome.    
