Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday in Lent
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Prelude











              Elaine Anderson

Welcome 

Invocation
Opening Hymn           In Christ Alone                               Insert
Confession of Sins                                                       p. 25, 26

Declaration of Grace                                                         p. 26

Introit

Gloria Patri                                                                      p. 26

Kyrie                                                                                p. 27

Salutation & Collect                                                          p. 30

Scripture Readings                                                             


OT Reading: Isaiah 49:8-13





OT p. 551



End of Reading Congregation Responds: Thanks be to God 



Epistle Reading: Galatians 4:21-31


NT p. 151

           End of Reading Congregation Responds: Thanks be to God



Gospel Announcement 



Congregation Responds: Glory be to You, O Lord.


Gospel: John 6:1-15







NT p.78          p. 31



Congregation Responds: Praise be to You, O Christ.



Apostles Creed                                                          p.105


Pastoral Prayer  



Anthem

         Love Grew Where the Blood Fell         Choir


Offering            We Give Thee but Thine Own          #391
Children’s Sermon                   

Hymn          Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (vv. 1-3)       #450   

This Week at Bethlehem
Today: 
8:00
am
Men’s prayer in Pastor’s study



9:00 
am
Worship Service-Radio 103.1 FM


10:15
am
Sunday School


10:15
am
Trustees Meet


10:30
am
Adult Bible Fellowship


11:15
am 
Parish Board Meets
Tuesday:
9:30
am
Ladies’ Bible Study


Weds:

4:30
pm
Jr. Confirmation


5:30
pm
Soup and Sandwich Supper


6:30
pm
Lenten Service

Saturday:
7:30
am
Men’s Breakfast
 Kitchen
Sunday:
8:00
am
Men’s prayer in Pastor’s study


9:00 
am
Worship Service-Radio 103.1 FM


10:15
am
Sunday School



10:30
am
Adult Bible Fellowship

Please remember the following people with special needs:


Bruce Egeland

  Jill Lunde


  Jill Enger
     


David Osmonson
  Sharon Odom
  Carol Dolan





Conner Nash

  
  Clint Ryder

  Aidan Kay



Judy Madsen

 
  Karen Hancock







 (Special Needs requests will be in the bulletin for two consecutive Sundays.
Please call the office to be included for a longer period of time.)
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
 202 W. Jefferson St., Morris, IL

942-1145    www.blcmorris.org
Pastor Patrick and Jennifer Lohse

815-584-7122 

 (Continued)

Holy Gospel:  John 6:1-15 
1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
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Sermon                      “Singing for Joy”
                                    Isaiah 49:8-13 

Pastor Patrick Lohse
Hymn              How Great Thou Art (vv. 1-3)                #510      
The Lord’s Prayer                                
The Benediction 
The Doxology                                        Hymnal (front) p. 24 
A pastor and deacons will be in the front of the sanctuary following the service to meet with those who desire to receive Christ as Savior and Lord, those who wish to renew their relationship with Him, and those who need prayer for specific needs. Anointing with oil, according to James 5:14, is available upon request.



Stand (optional)

We are thankful to have you join us for today’s service.  It is our desire that you experience the presence of the Lord and the love of God’s people.  If you are a first-time guest, please sign a registration card located in your pew and place it in the offering plate.
Deacons at the Altar: Doug Gipes and Len Terry
Nursery Staffed by: Kathy Hoge
Altar Flowers are given today by Karen Stanko, in loving memory of John.
Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Becky Scaman, in loving memory of Mike Togliatti.

Lent Schedule:  Pastor Lohse’s preaching theme is “The Scandal of the Cross.”  Wednesday evening worship services begin at 6:30 pm.  In addition, there are four soup and sandwich suppers (2/14; 2/28; 3/13; 3/28).  We do rely on volunteers to provide the soup and sandwiches.  Sign-up sheets are in the fireside room.  May this Lent season be a time of repentance and greater focus on Jesus’s all sufficient sacrifice.

SAVE THE DATE:  Vacation Bible School is going to be June 10th through the 14th this year.  The VBS theme is Breaker Rock Beach: God’s rock solid truth in a world of shifting sands.  Watch the bulletin for more information.

Would you be interested in a women’s book club meeting here at church once a month?  We would be reading Christian fiction, biographies, and other Christian literature.  Please sing up in the Fireside Room with your name, phone number, and your preference for morning, afternoon, or evening meetings.


It won’t be long until Easter.  If you would like to order an Easter lily in honor or memory of someone, please sign up in the office by March 24.  Each lily is $15.00 and you may take them home after the Easter Sunday Service.  Make checks out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church and place them in the envelope in the office.  Cash is ok, too.  Thank you.

Palm Sunday Breakfast
On Palm Sunday, March 24, the Sunday School Department is hosting a breakfast immediately following Worship Service.  The breakfast is a favorite activity for our students.  We will have a variety of egg bakes, breakfast casseroles, pancakes, fresh fruit, and drinks to share with the congregation.  Please join us in a time of fellowship with each other!

We are looking for 7 men to speak at our church’s Good Friday Service on March 29th at 6:30 pm.  Each message should be about 5 minutes and focus on one of the seven statements Jesus spoke while dying on the cross.  If you are interested, please see Pastor Lohse or one of our Deacons (Doug Gipes, John Thompson, Len Terry, Lon Horn, or John Johnson) for more information.

BWF Meeting:  Bethlehem Women’s Fellowship will be meeting on Thursday, March 21st, at 5:30 pm at Turtles in Morris.  Please let Ginny Thompson (815-685-6588) know if you are planning to attend and if you need a ride.  All women are welcome.    
We are looking for a few more volunteers to staff the Nursery on Sunday mornings for the last half of the service.  We have like to have enough volunteers for each to take one Sunday every two months. If you are interested, please let Lisa Horn know. There is a signup sheet in the Fireside Room.  Thank you!
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In Christ Alone
Words and Music byKeith Getty and Stuart Townend
CCLI Song # 3350395© 2001 
Thankyou Music
For use solely with the SongSelect®. 
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
In Christ Alone My Hope Is Found

In Christ alone, my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all
Here in the Love of Christ, I stand

In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones he came to save
Til on that cross as Jesus died,
The Wrath of God was satisfied,
for every sin on him was lain
Here in the death of Christ, I live 

There in the ground, his body lay
Light of the World, by darkness slain
Then bursting forth, in glorious day,
up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory, sin's curse
has lost its grip on me
For I am his, and he is mine
bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry, til final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from his hand
Til he returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ, I'll stand!

