Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church
Septuagesima
January 28, 2024
[image: image1.jpg]



Prelude











              Elaine Anderson


Welcome 

Invocation
Opening Hymn     Joyful! Joyful! We Adore Thee (vv.1-3) #197            
Confession of Sins                                                       p. 25, 26

Declaration of Grace                                                         p. 26

Introit

Gloria Patri                                                                      p. 26

Kyrie                                                                               p. 27

Gloria in Excelsis                                                          p. 28-29

Salutation & Collect                                                          p. 30

Scripture Readings                                                             
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 17:1-7



OT p. 54




End of Reading Congregation Responds: Thanks be to God 



Epistle Reading: 
I Corinthians 9:24-10:5



NT p. 137

           End of Reading Congregation Responds: Thanks be to God

Alleluia                                                                                



Gospel Announcement 



Congregation Responds: Glory be to You, O Lord.


Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16   






NT p. 17  p. 31



Congregation Responds: Praise be to You, O Christ.


Pastoral Prayer 


Offering   
         We Give Thee but Thine Own                #391

Children’s Sermon

Hymn           Salvation unto Us Has Come (vv. 1,9,10)         #410
This Week at Bethlehem
Today: 
8:00
am
Men’s prayer in Pastor’s study



9:00 
am
Worship Service-Radio 103.1 FM


10:15
am
Congregational Meeting
Tuesday:
9:30
am
Ladies’ Bible Study
Weds:

4:30
pm
Jr. Confirmation 



5:45
pm
Sr. Confirmation

Saturday:
7:30
pm
Men’s Breakfast
 Kitchen
Sunday:
8:00
am
Men’s prayer in Pastor’s study


9:00 
am
Worship Service-Radio 103.1 FM


10:15
am
Sunday School



10:30
am
Adult Bible Fellowship

Please remember the following people with special needs:


Bruce Egeland

  Jill Lunde


  Jill Enger
     


David Osmonson
  Sharon Odom
  Carol Dolan





Conner Nash

  
  Clint Ryder

  Aidan Kay



Judy Madsen

 
  Karen Hancock







 (Special Needs requests will be in the bulletin for two consecutive Sundays.
Please call the office to be included for a longer period of time.)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
 202 W. Jefferson St., Morris, IL

942-1145    www.blcmorris.org
Pastor Patrick and Jennifer Lohse

815-584-7122 
(Continued)

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 20:1-16  
1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Sermon                  “Running the Race”








I Corinthians 9:24-10:5   







       Pastor Patrick Lohse





                                       
Hymn        Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners (vv1,3,5)       #513         
Service of Holy Communion                     Hymnal (front) p. 17
Confession of Faith       Nicene Creed
      Hymnal (front) p.105
Lord’s Prayer



Consecration and Distribution


Holy Communion 







            #285, 561, 417
The Benediction

The Doxology                                          Hymnal (front) p. 24
A pastor and deacons will be in the front of the sanctuary following the service to meet with those who desire to receive Christ as Savior and Lord, those who wish to renew their relationship with Him, and those who need prayer for specific needs. Anointing with oil, according to James 5:14, is available upon request.
Stand (optional)

We are thankful to have you join us today. Today we receive the Lord’s Supper.  We welcome all baptized Christians who are trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and believe that Jesus Christ is truly present with His true body and blood in the Sacrament as His Word declares.  
Note:  If you wish to have communion in the pew, please raise your hand to let the Deacons know.  Thank you.
Deacons at the Altar: Doug Gipes & John Thompson

Lector: Doug Gipes
Today’s altar flowers are given by Judith Watters, in loving memory of her husband, Jim.
Nursery Staffed by: Kathy Hoge
The Annual Congregational Business Meeting will be held this morning, immediately following the Worship Service.  
Chili and Soup Cook Off

Save the date for our congregation’s chili/soup kickoff on Sunday, February 18, at 11:45 am.  This year you can submit soup or chili.  The congregation can vote for their favorite soup/chili.  One penny equals one vote.  All funds raised go towards missions.  Macaroni will be available for the kids.  A sign-up sheet is in the Fireside Room.

